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COORDINATOR  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 


As  announced  in  our  last  newsletter,  the  office  of  the  Coordinator 
of  Indian  Affairs  will  be  co-sponsoring  a  conference  entitled 
"Interviewing  Techniques  for  Child  Sexual  Assault".  The  conference  is 
scheduled  for  July  24,  1986  at  the  Rainbow  Hotel  in  Great  Falls.  It 
will  begin  with  registration  at  8  a.m.  and  end  at  approximately  4:30 
p.m.  the  same  day. 

Although  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  interest  shown  in  this  type 
of  conference,  our  office  would  appreciate  a  response  from  those  persons 
who  plan  to  attend  the  conference.  If  you  will  please  contact  the 
office  and  speak  to  Cheryle,  we  can  better  approximate  the  space 
required  to  present  this  workshop.  It  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 

I  have  reprinted  a  song  sung  by  Whitney  Houston  which  I  believe 
sums  up  the  basic  premises  behind  child  welfare  services.  Wouldn’t  it 
be  wonderful  if  all  children  could  be  taught  their  self-worth. 


"THE  GREATEST  LOVE  OF  ALL" 

I  believe  that  children  are  our  future 
Teach  them  well  and  let  them  lead  the  way 
Show  them  all  the  beauty  they  possess  inside. 

Give  them  a  sense  of  pride 
To  make  it  easier 

Let  the  children’s  laughter  remind  us  how  we  used  to  be. 

Everybody’s  searching  far  a  hero 

People  need  someone  to  look  up  to 

I  never  found  anyone  who’d  fulfill  my  needs 

A  lonely  place  to  be 

And  so  I  learned  to  depend  on  me 

I  decided  long  ago 

Never  to  walk  in  anyone's  shadows 

If  I  fail,  if  I  succeed. 

At  least  I’ll  live  as  I  believe 
No  matter  what  they  take  from  me 
They  can't  take  away  my  dignity. 

Because  the  greatest  love  of  all  is  happening  to  me 
I  found  the  greatest  love  of  all  inside  of  me. 

The  greatest  love  of  all  is  easy  to  achieve 

Learning  to  love  yourself,  it  is  the  greatest  love  of  all. 


AROUND  THE  STATE 


WALKS  FAR  SOCIETY 

Members  of  the  Walks  Far  Society  requested  that  the  following  be  printed 
in  this  newsletter  to  inform  people  of  the  group's  intent  and  purpose. 

As  per  that  request,  I  am  printing  their  cover  letter. 

"Walks  Far  Society"  is  an  organization  established  to  address  the 
blatant  violations  of  Civil  Rights  of  enrolled  Indian  Children  in  the 
State  of  Montana.  Our  primary  focus  being  the  inadequacy  of  Social 
Service’s  designed  to  benefit  these  children  and  their  families. 

In  recent  years,  the  incidence  of  homicide  and  sexual  molestation 
of  young  children  in  foster  care  placement  is  steadily  increasing. 

These  crimes  are  being  perpetrated  in  both  the  private  sector  and  in 
institutions.  Indian  families  are  literally  "losing"  their  children  to 
the  systems  which  are  designed  to  provide  them  with  assistance.  Federal 
and  Tribal  mandates  are  ignored,  funding  is  not  available  to  adequately 
staff  overloaded  agencies. 

We  have  contacted  our  Congressional  Delegation  to  inform  them  of 
the  plight  of  Indian  children  in  Montana.  We  have  also  formally 
requested  a  hearing  with  the  Senate  Select  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
We  will  be  requesting  a  hearing  with  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and 
Indian  Health  Services  area  offices.  Response  from  our  Congressional 
Delegation  has  been  favorable.  We  have  been  informed  by  Senator  Melcher 
that  a  hearing  similar  to  the  one  we  have  requested  is  tentatively  being 
planned.  We  will  now  push  to  have  this  hearing  held  in  Montana. 

We  have  applied  to  various  organizations,  church  and  civic  groups 
for  funding  of  our  project.  Funds  are  needed  to  staff  Walks  Far:  which 
is  being  maintained  totally  on  "in-kind"  donations  and  the  volunteer 
services  of  a  group  of  very  dedicated  people.  Funds  are  also  needed  for 
office  supplies,  copying  expenses,  postage,  etc.  Additional  funding  will 
be  needed  when  the  hearing  dates  have  been  set  as  we  will  provide  travel 
and  accomodations  for  the  victims  who  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
testify.  We  have  set  major  goals  for  our  organization.  We  are  also 
determined  to  see  each  goal,  long  and  short  term,  become  a  reality. 

BLACKFEET  NATIONAL  BANK 


The  Blackfeet  tribe  of  Browning,  Montana  is  in  the  process  of 
creating  the  Blackfeet  National  Bank.  Jack  Kelly,  President,  said  that 
a  tentative  opening  date  of  November  1,  1986  is  scheduled  for  the  bank. 
It  could  be  sooner  or  a  little  later  depending  on  how  well  things  come 
together.  The  bank  will  be  the  first  Indian-owned  bank  to  be 
established.  The  bank,  like  other  banks,  will  be  FDIC  insured.  The 
only  real  difference  will  be  that  the  major  stock-holder  will  be  the 
Blackfeet  tribe.  Mr.  Kelly  anticipates  that  stock  may  be  available  for 
sale  in  approximately  30  days  and  he  hopes  to  employ  seven  or  eight 
people  to  begin  with.  The  Blackfeet  National  Bank  will,  of  course,  try 
to  employ  qualified  local  people  in  those  positions  and  depending  on 
business,  more  positions  may  be  opened. 

We  wish  the  Blackfeet  tribe  and  Mr.  Kelly  the  best  of  luck  with  the 
new  bank.  May  it  be  an  outstanding  success  and  serve  as  a  model  for 
other  tribes  who  may  show  an  interest  in  this  type  of  endeavor. 


MONTANA  INTERTRIBAL  POLICY  BOARD 


The  Montana  Intertribal  Policy  Board  (MITPB)  sponsored  a  workshop 
in  Billings  on  June  30,  1986.  The  workshop  allowed  tribal  judicial 
personnel  an  opportunity  to  review  a  model  sexual  assault  code  developed 
by  the  Indian  Law  Clinic  and  MITPB.  The  draft  code  is  meant  to  serve  as 
a  tool  for  tribes  attempting  to  put  together  a  code  that  will  meet  its 
own  tribal  needs  for  the  protection  of  its  Indian  children.  Merle 
Lucas,  Executive  Director  of  MITPB,  stated  that  the  workshop  went  well 
and  many  suggestions  were  made  by  tribal  court  judges/personnel  for 
improvement  on  the  model  code.  The  code  will  now  be  further  revised  and 
another  meeting  will  be  held  at  that  time. 

The  Intertribal  Policy  Board  also  held  a  meeting  and  discussed  the 
possible  formation  and  establishment  of  a  Billings-area  intertribal 
court  of  appeals  system.  Mr.  Lucas  informed  me  that  due  to  the  issue  of 
tribal  sovereignty,  this  idea  was  rejected  by  Tribal  judges  from  Montana 
and  Wyoming  present  at  the  meeting.  The  judges  did  agree  to  standardize 
procedures  in  each  of  their  tribal  court  systems  so  that  orders  from  one 
tribal  court  to  another  could  be  honored  more  easily.  They  also  agreed 
that  standardization  would  make  it  easier  for  visiting  judges,  since  it 
is  common  practice  for  some  tribes  to  call  in  judges  from  other 
reservations . 

Although  a  seperate  court  of  appeals  was  not  desireable,  the  tribal 
representatives  did  agree  on  an  inter-tribal  review  board.  This  board 
could  make  recommendations  to  tribal  courts  on  more  difficult  cases. 

DULL  KNIFE  MEMORIAL  COLLEGE  CONFERENCE 


Dull  Knife  sponsored  a  conference  entitled,  "Contemporary 
Jurisdictional  Issues  involving  the  Indian  Child"  in  Billings,  Montana 
at  the  War  Bonnet  Inn  on  June  25th  and  26th,  1986. 

Speakers  on  the  26th  included:  a  presentation  on  the  Indian  Child 
Welfare  Act  through  analysis  of  case  stories  by  Thelma  Stiffarm, 
Attorney.  A  panel  on  current  happenings  involving  the  Indian  Child 
Welfare  Act  included  Don  Good  Voice,  Montana  Intertribal  Policy  Board; 
Cheryle  Zwang,  Assistant  Coordinator  of  Indian  Affairs;  Henry  Pretty  On 
Top,  IHS;  and  Mike  Aiken,  Legal  Services;  with  Thelma  Stiffarm  serving 
as  panel  moderator. 

Although  conference  attendance  was  not  as  good  as  anticipated, 
valuable  information  on  current  issues  was  exchanged. 

AGRICULTURAL  MEETING 


A  meeting  was  held  on  July  10,  1986  at  the  Northern  Hotel  in 
Billings,  Montana.  The  meeting  centered  on  the  Emergency  Hay/Feed 
Program,  but  also  included  suggestions  on  the  management  of  trust  lands. 
Mr.  Ross  Swimmer,  assistant  U.S.  Interior  secretary  for  Indian  Affairs, 
was  scheduled  to  appear  at  the  public  hearing,  but  did  not  attend.  Dr. 
Frank  Ryan,  Deputy  to  the  Assistant  Interior  Secretary  for  trust  and 
economic  development,  was  in  attendance,  along  with  Mac  Cole,  Assistant 
Area  Director  for  the  BIA,  Sam  Miller,  acting  Chief  of  the  Division  of 
Land  and  Water  Resources;  Mr.  Simpson,  Soil  Conservation;  and  Reginald 
Arnold,  of  the  Credit  Office. 


There  was  a  great  deal  of  interest  shown  in  this  particular  hearing 
as  was  illustrated  by  the  number  of  people  in  attendance  and  the  number 
of  people  who  offered  testimony.  All  of  Montana's  reservations  were 
represented,  as  well  as  Wind  River.  The  testimony  was  well  thought  out 
and  gave  a  representative  view  of  each  reservation's  particular 
circumstances.  Common  to  most  of  the  testimony  were  several  areas:  1) 
the  need  for  more  funding  to  either  start  or  continue  present  programs, 
2)  technical  assistance,  3)  water  storage,  4)  rodent,  insect,  and  weed 
control,  5)  irrigation  systems,  6)  credit  -  more  access  to  it  and  better 
terms  and  interest  rates,  7)  marketing  study  -  to  determine  the 
feasibility  of  selling  cattle  and  farm  products  internationally,  etc.  8) 
lease  terms  -  both  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  landowner  and  the 
cattleman,  and  9)  foreclosures  -  that  the  BIA  should,  because  of  its 
trust  responsibility,  try  to  retain  Indian  land  that  may  be  foreclosed 
on.  (In  the  material  sent  to  the  tribes,  the  BIA  stated  that  the  "trust 
responsibility  does  not  extend  to  protecting  the  Indian  land  base  from 
foreclosure  by  bona  fide  lenders.  The  Bureau  has  neither  the  authority 
nor  resources  to  provide  funds  to  landowners  in  danger  of  losing  title 
through  foreclosure  proceedings."  Tribal  representatives  felt  that  the 
BIA  does  have  a  responsibility  to  protect  those  lands  as  well.  Most  of 
the  persons  giving  testimony  on  the  area  of  foreclosures  felt  that  the 
BIA  should  provide  a  set-aside  by  which  tribes  could  purchase  foreclosed 
land  and  thereby,  protect  the  reservation  land  base. 

Two  other  issues  that  the  tribal  representatives  discussed  were  1) 
they  didn't  feel  they  had  been  given  adequate  time  to  respond  to  the 
material  sent  to  them  regarding  the  Hay/Feed  program  and  2)  their 
disappointment  that  Mr.  Swimmer  was  not  in  attendance  at  the  public 
hearing. 

The  panelists  appeared  to  be  very  receptive  to  the  testimony  being 
delivered  and  Dr.  Ryan  promised  to  do  whatever  he  could  to  help  in  those 
areas  discussed.  He  also  offered  his  help  in  regard  to  technical 
assistance  and  said  he  would  check  into  marketing  and  the  area  of 
credit . 

The  testimony  given  at  the  hearing  was  exceptionally  good.  People 
not  only  stated  specific  problem  areas,  but  they  also  listed  possible 
solutions.  They  backed  their  testimony  with  statistical  information  and 
they  fielded  questions  well.  I  believe  those  persons  who  attended  and 
testified  at  the  hearing  deserve  a  pat  on  the  back.  It  is  hard  work  to 
explain  specific  problem  areas  of  farming  and  ranching  to  people  who  are 
knowledgeable  and  do  it  for  a  living,  but  it  is  even  more  difficult  to 
explain  these  things  to  people  who  may  not  be  very  familiar  with  either 
way  of  life. 

NOTE:  Written  testimony  may  be  sent  to  Mr.  'Cole  at  the  Billings  Area 
Office  until  July  24,  1986. 

ROCKY  BOY  SCHOOL  GETS  FEDERAL  FUNDS 

(reprinted  from  the  Great  Falls  Tribune,  July  11,  1986) 

Rocky  Boy  High  School  students  should  have  a  home  of  their  own  by 
September  1987.  President  Reagan  last  week  signed  into  law  a  federal 
appropriations  bill  that  contains  $2.5  million  in  construction  money  for 
the  school  on  the  Rocky  Boy  Indian  reservation  in  northern  Montana. 


Rocky  Boy  School  Superintendent  Edward  Parisian  said  money  for  the 
project  will  be  shifted  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  said  it 
will  include  money  for  site  development,  equipment  and  construction. 

Rocky  Boy  students  have  been  attending  classes  in  the  Chippewa-Cree 
community  building  on  the  reservation  since  the  school  was  started  in 
1979,  and  enrollment  has  increased  steadily.  Parisian  said  the 
reservation  has  been  trying  to  get  money  for  a  permanent  school  ever 
since  but  without  success.  He  credited  Democratic  Sen.  John  Melcher  and 
Rep.  Pat  Williams  of  Montana's  Western  Congressional  District  with  being 
"very  instrumental"  in  getting  federal  funding. 

AT  THE  FEDERAL  LEVEL 

COURT  SUPPORTS  TRIBES'  RIGHT  TO  SUE  IN  STATE  COURTS 
(reprinted  from  Indian  News  Notes,  Vol.  10  No.  24) 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  June  16  that  Indian  tribes  may  sue 
non-Indians  in  State  courts,  even  if  the  tribes  do  not  agree  to  being 
sued  in  the  same  courts.  By  a  6-3  vote,  the  court  allowed  the  three 
affiliated  tribes  of  the  Fort  Berthold  Reservation  in  North  Dakota  to 
sue  in  state  court  an  engineering  company  that  built  a  water  supply 
system  on  the  reservation.  The  tribes  said  Wold  Engineering  Company  of 
Bottineau,  North  Dakota,  was  guilty  of  negligence  and  breach  of  contract 
in  connection  with  the  Four  Bears  Water  System  Project.  The  North 
Dakota  Supreme  Court  ruled  last  year  that  the  tribes  could  not  sue  in 
State  Courts.  The  State  Court  upheld  a  1963  North  Dakota  law  that 
requires  tribal  governments  to  surrender  their  own  immunity  from  State 
Court  lawsuits  in  order  to  sue  a  non-Indian  in  such  a  court.  But  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  said  today  that,  even  if  it  seems  unfair,  Indians 
have  a  right  to  sue  in  state  court  without  waiving  their  own  immunity  to 
civil  lawsuits. 


STATE  AUTHORITY  OVER  RESERVATION  BINGO  GAMES  TO  BE  DECIDED  BY  COURT 


The  Supreme  Court  agreed  June  9  to  study  whether  state  and  local 
governments  may  regulate  high-stake  bingo  games  and  other  gambling 
operations  on  Indian  reservations.  The  court  said  it  will  review 
rulings  that  barred  state  and  county  officials  from  prohibiting  such 
activities  on  two  reservations  in  Riverside  County,  California.  The 
justices'  eventual  decision,  expected  sometime  in  1987,  could  affect 
tribal  bingo  operations  in  at  least  18  states.  The  9th  U.S.  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals,  last  February  25,  said  such  tribal  gambling  operations 
must  be  free  from  state  and  local  control.  Such  regulation  would 
interfere  unduly  with  tribal  self-government,  the  appeals  court  ruled. 

In  seeking  Supreme  Court  review,  California  Attorney  General  John  Van  De 
Kamp  said  that  although  two  federal  appeals  courts  have  blocked  state 
and  local  regulation  of  Indian  bingo  games  in  California  and  Florida, 
the  highest  state  courts  in  Maine  and  Oklahoma  have  allowed  such 
regulation.  He  said  the  justices  should  resolve  the  conflict.  The 
Supreme  Court  ruled  in  1983  that  states  may  regulate  on-reservation 
liquor  sales  by  Indians  to  non-Indians.  And  in  1980,  the  court  said 
states  may  tax  cigarette  sales  by  Indians  to  non-Indians  in  reservation 
shops.  (Indian  News  Notes,  Vol.  10,  No.  24) 


SUPREME  COURT  ACTION 

(reprinted  from  American  Indian  Report,  Vol.  2,  No.  7) 

The  four  Indian  cases  recently  decided  by  the  court  favored 
non-Indian  interests.  1)  In  a  unanimous  ruling,  the  Court  held  that 
Indians  do  not  have  the  right  to  hunt  and  kill  the  bald  eagle  without  a 
permit.  2)  The  Court  upheld  the  regulation  requiring  Indians  and  all 
others  applying  for  AFDC  and  food  stamp  benefits  to  furnish  a  Social 
Security  number.  3)  The  state  statute  of  limitations  applies  to  the 
terminated  Catawba  Indian  Tribe’s  land  claim.  4)  The  statute  of 
limitations  of  the  Quiet  Title  Act  applies  when  an  Indian  plaintiff 
challenged  United  States  title  and,  in  this  case,  the  statute  applied 
because  the  plaintiff  had  been  informed  20  years  prior  that  her  claim  to 
specific  allotments  were  not  recognized. 

The  Court  also  agreed  to  decide:  whether  state  or  local  gambling 
laws  would  apply  to  Indian  reservations  and  whether  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  should  be  enjoined  from  selling  leases  without  adequate 
consideration  of  subsistence  rights  and  Native  Alaskan  culture. 


BIA  REPAIR  PRIORITIES  LISTED 


The  BIA  announced  its  facilities  improvement  and  repair  priority 
list  for  FY  86  based  on  BIA  criteria  as  published  in  February. 

Seventeen  sites  were  listed:  1)  Pierre  Indian  Learning  Center,  2) 
Turtle  Mountain  L&O  Facility,  3)  Blackfeet  Dormitory,  4)  Carter 
Seminary  Air  Conditioning,  5)  Sells  L&O  Facility,  6)  Owyhee  L&O 
Facility,  7)  Ft.  Apache  L&O  Facility,  8)  Hopi/Moencopi  Day  School,  9) 
Mescalero  Agency  Headquarters,  10)  Greasewood  School,  11)  Chi-CHil-TAh 
Boarding  School,  12)  Chinle  Boarding  School-Phase  1,  13)  Warm  Springs 
Headquarters,  14)  Bogue  CHitto  Boarding  School,  15)  Conehatta  School, 

16)  Redwater  Day  School  and  17)  Choctaw  Headquarters.  Fed.  Reg.  No.  10, 
Pg.  18964,  May  23,  1986. 

MONTANA  COURT  RULING  ON  IHS  IS  APPEALED 
(reprinted  from  NIHB  Health  Reporter,  Vol. 4,  No.  3) 

Adding  to  the  controversy  over  the  Indian  Health  Service  (IHS) 
status  as  a  residual  provider  -  an  issue  central  to  Senator  John 
Melcher's  year-long  hold  on  S.  277  -  is  a  ruling  by  a  Montana  federal 
district  court  earlier  this  year  that  IHS  is  the  payer  of  first  resort 
under  certain  conditions. 

In  the  case  of  McNabb  v.  Heckler,  U.S.  District  Judge  Paul  Hatfield 
ruled  that  IHS  was  responsible  for  payment  of  medical  expenses  incurred 
by  an  Indian  child.  IHS  had  claimed  that,  as  a  residual  provider,  it 
was  not  responsible  for  paying  these  costs  because  of  the  child's 
eligibility  for  care  from  alternate  resources. 

Although  the  patient  was  indeed  eligible  for  Roosevelt  County 
(Mont.)  medical  program,  the  court  held  that  IHS  had  primary 
responsibility  in  this  case  because  the  child's  family  sought 
assistance  from  IHS  first.  In  reaching  its  determination,  the  court 
reviewed  the  Snyder  Act  and  the  Indian  Health  Care  Improvement  Act  and 
found  that  "those  statutes,  read  in  conjunction  with  the  trust  doctrine, 
place  the  burden,  in  the  first  instance,  upon  the  IHS  programs  to  assure 
reasonable  care  for  eligible  members." 


The  Justice  Department  has  appealed  the  case,  and  IHS  officials 
have  responded  emphatically  that  the  implications  of  the  court’s 
decision  could  have  dire  consequences  for  IHS  and  Indian  people.  As  IHS 
Deputy  Director  Gerald  Ivey  put  it:  "If  the  proposition  that  IHS  is 
primary  payer  ...  is  allowed  to  gain  credence,  the  long  term  effect 
would  be  very  harmful  for  Indian  people.  The  Indian  people  could  be 
systematically  turned  away  from  State  and  local  programs  for  which  they 
might  otherwise  be  eligible  and  the  finite  resources  available  to  IHS 
would  have  to  wear  the  cost  of  this  increased  demand." 

The  McNabb  case  is  expected  to  be  taken  up  by  the  appellate  court 
later  this  year,  and  both  tribal  and  federal  health  officials  will  be 
keeping  an  anxious  watch  on  the  outcome  of  that  decision. 

BIA  OFFERS  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE  FOR  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 
(reprinted  from  the  American  Indian  Report,  Vol.  2,  No.  6) 

The  National  Indian  Children’s  Initiative,  a  new  program  within  the 
Indian  Health  Service,  offers  consultation  and  technical  assistance 
concerning  issues  of  handicapped  Indian  children.  Contact  the  Mental 
Health  Branch  Chief  in  your  IHS  Area  office,  or  call  the  Clinical 
Coordinator,  Mary  Ellen  Pierce  (505)  766-6575. 

BLOOD  QUANTUM  HEARINGS  WILL  BE  HELD 


As  previously  discussed  in  our  newsletter,  the  Indian  Health 
Service  (IHS)  has  gone  on  record  with  the  proposal  of  using  a 
one-quarter  Indian  blood  quantum  as  a  definition  of  those  Indian  persons 
eligible  for  IHS  services.  They  were  recently  included  in  the  Federal 
Register.  There  were  also  other  qualifiers  (refer  to  the  June 
newsletter)  listed,  but  the  major  change  is  the  blood  quantum  proposal. 


Cheryle  Zwang  contacted  Dr.  Dana  Copp,  Area  Chief  Medical  Officer 
in  Billings,  and  he  informed  her  that  hearings/discussions  will  be  held 
on  each  of  the  reservation  areas,  as  well  as  Great  Falls  and  Billings, 
for  the  purpose  of  evaluating  how  the  blood  quantum  qualifier  would  be 
received.  Outlined  below  is  a  proposed  schedule  of  public  hearings. 
Interested  persons  may  wish  to  contact  Pete  Conway  at  657-6972  to 
further  clarify  the  correctness  of  times  and  to  request  locations. 

Week  of  July  28-August  1,  1986  -  Public  Meetings 


July  28,  1986 
July  29,  1986 
July  30,  1986 
July  31,  1986 
August  1,  1986 


Flathead 
Blackf eet 
Rocky  Boy’s 
Fort  Belknap 
Fort  Peck 


1:00  p.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 
10:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 
10:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 
10:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 


Week  of  August  4-8,  1986  -  Public  Meetings 

August  5,  1986  Billings 

August  7,  1986  Great  Falls 

Week  of  August  18-22,  1986  -  Public  Meetings 


August  19,  1986 


Wind  River 


10:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 


August  20,  1986  Northern  Cheyenne 

August  21,  1986  Crow  Agency 


10:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 
10:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 


Written  comments  on  the  proposed  rules  may  be  sent  to  Richard  J. 
McCloskey,  Indian  Health  Service,  Room  6A-20,  5600  Fishers  Lane, 
Rockville,  MD  20857.  The  deadline  for  written  comments  is  October  8, 
1986. 

SENATE  AND  HOUSE  AT  ODDS  OVER  FY  1986  BUDGET  CUTS  FOR  BIA  SOCIAL 
SERVICES 

-  t 

(reprinted  in  part  from  Linkages,  Vol.  IV,  Issue  5) 

Congressional  action  is  still  pending  to  clarify  the  manner  in 
which  mandated  FY  1986  Gramm-Rudman  budget  reductions  will  affect  BIA 
Division  of  Social  Service  programs.  At  present,  the  Senate  and  House 
appear  headed  toward  different  positions  on  the  means  and  extent  to 
which  cuts  will  be  imposed. 

Teresa  Badgett  of  the  BIA's  Office  of  Financial  Management  states 
that  the  Bureau  must  wait  the  outcome  of  the  House  and  Senate  compromise 
before  determining  its  next  action.  "Obviously,  if  the  House  version  is 
maintained  and  the  Division  fo  Social  Services  $4.8  million  reduction  is 
restored,  we  will  be  in  a  position  to  restore  ICWA  Title  II  grant  funds 
to  their  pre-Gramm-Rudman  level  while  at  the  same  time  maintaining  all 
other  BIA  Social  Services  programs  at  their  pre-Gramm-Rudman  level  also. 
If,  on  the  other  hand  the  Senate  version  is  upheld,  I  anticipate  that 
the  Bureau  will  ask  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to  prepare  a  budget 
reprogramming  request.  Such  a  request  would  formally  petition  Congress 
to  grant  an  exception  to  the  4.3  percent  across  the  board  G-R  budget 
reduction  method,  allowing  the  Bureau  to  protect  its  General  Assistance 
and  Child  Welfare  Assistance  programs  as  it  has  been  trying  to  do." 

"Our  commitment  to  protecting  the  GA  programs  stems  from  our  feeling," 
continued  Ms.  Badgett,  "that  these  programs  are  basic  needs  programs. 
They  are  providing  absolute  requirements  for  individuals  and  families 
which  otherwise  have  no  other  means  of  support.  We  also  see  our  GA 
programs  -  as  Dr.  Eddie  Brown,  Chief  of  the  BIA  Division  of  Social 
Services,  has  frequently  said  -  as  a  resource  to  keep  Indian  families 
intact  and  to  keep  children  at  home." 

CAPITOL  NEWS 

SPECIAL  SESSION  ENDS 

The  June  Special  Session  began  on  June  16,  1986  and  came  to  a  conclusion 
on  July  1,  1986.  As  per  our  last  newsletter,  we  promised  a  summation  of 
the  session.  The  legislature  had  its  biggest  stumbling  block  in  the 
gasoline  tax  issue.  Governor  Schwinden’s  original  proposal  was  an 
increase  of  5c/gallon  on  gasoline  and  3c/gallon  on  diesel  fuel.  This 
was  then  dwindled  by  the  Legislature  to  4c /gallon  on  gasoline  and  no  tax 
on  diesel.  The  House  and  the  Senate  battled  over  this  issue  until  the 
final  day  of  the  session,  at  which  time  a  compromise  was  reached.  The 
Legislature  passed  a  gasoline  tax  of  2c/gallon  with  no  tax  on  diesel.  A 
summation  of  the  whole  session’s  measures  to  erase  a  $98  million  deficit 
is  outlined  below. 


$16  million  was  transferred  from  the  Highway  Department’s 
construction  budget  to  the  general  fund  and  replaced  with  about  $6.5 
million  from  a  gasoline-tax  increase. 

A  bill  requiring  more  frequent  collections  of  employer  withholding 
taxes  produced  a  one-time  windfall  of  $2.4  million  for  the  general  fund. 

$11  million  was  saved  by  across-the-board  spending  cuts  of  state 
agencies.  The  reductions  mostly  mirrored  the  5  percent  target  outlined 
in  Gov.  Schwinden’s  budget  plan. 

A  Capitol  renovation  project  was  delayed  and  $4.9  million  was 
shifted  to  the  general  fund. 

Highway  Patrol  operations  will  be  financed  from  special  earmarked 
highway  funds,  saving  $3  million  in  general  funds. 

$1.3  million  was  removed  from  an  account  that  provides  grants  and 
loans  for  alternative  energy  projects. 

A  limit  was  placed  on  the  amount  of  money  in  a  fund  used  for  parks 
acquisition,  freeing  $1.6  million  for  general  spending. 

Changes  in  welfare  benefits,  including  a  freeze  on  most  payment 
levels  and  a  two-month  limit  on  annual  general  assistance  benefits, 
saved  $4.4  million. 

$2  million  in  excess  earnings  was  transferred  from  the  state  Social 
Security  contribution  account  to  the  general  fund. 

$1.6  million  in  grant  money  was  taken  from  the  Coal  Board  and 
placed  in  the  general  fund. 

The  sale  of  the  new  Youth  Treatment  Center  in  Billings  is  expected 
to  bring  in  at  least  $3.8  million. 

A  tax  on  utilities  will  $1.6  million  to  finance  the  Public  Service 
Commission,  allowing  a  similar  amount  to  be  used  elsewhere. 

$8.1  million  intended  as  a  salary  increase  for  state  employees  was 
removed,  apparently  forcing  either  labor  unions  to  accept  a  wage  freeze 
or  the  state  to  make  more  than  500  layoffs. 

Reducing  a  scheduled  4  percent  increase  in  school  funding  to  1 
percnet  saved  $8.4  million. 

$6.7  million  in  coal  tax  revenue  was  transferred  from  an  education 
trust  fund  to  the  general  fund. 

(Great  Falls  Tribune,  July  2,  1986). 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  above  measures,  programs  and  agencies  being 
affected  by  the  Legislature  range  from  the  Dept,  of  Highways  (which  was 
extremely  hardhit)  to  school  funding,  welfare  benefits,  and  salary 
freezes  or  layoffs.  With  a  budget  deficit  reaching  nearly  $100  million, 
Montana’s  Governor  and  Legislature  decided  that  cuts  in  spending  were 
the  way  to  solve  budget  woes.  The  results  are  listed  in  the 
aforementioned.  The  outcome  will  not  be  revealed  until  a  future  date 
when  the  effects  of  these  decisions  can  truly  be  measured. 

GENERAL  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MISS  INDIAN  AMERICA  COMPETITION 


Girls,  listen  up!  Twenty-eight  young  women  have  held  the  Miss 
Indian  America  title  since  the  pageant  was  begun  in  1953.  Maybe  you 
could  be  the  next  Miss  Indian  America!  Candidates  must  be  at  least  50% 
Indian  blood,  between  the  ages  of  18  and  25,  unmarried,  and  with  no 
dependants.  They  must  also  have  completed  high  school. 


Applications  for  the  competition  to  select  next  year's  queen  are 
due  July  31,  1986.  Application  blanks  may  be  picked  up  at  tribal 
offices  anywhere  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  or  you  may  receive  one  by 
writing  Carolyn  Nodland,  Pageant  Director,  PO  Box  81,  Bismarck,  ND  58502 
This  years  pageant  will  be  held  the  week  of  September  2  to  September  6, 
1986. 

The  candidates  will  be  judged  on  poise,  character,  intelligence,  Indian 
characteristics,  scholastic  interest,  talent  and  dedication  to  the 
advancement  of  Indian  people.  The  winner  must  have  the  ability  to  speak 
to  groups  and  to  encourage  young  people.  There  is  no  limit  to  the 
number  of  applicants  from  any  particular  tribe. 

Miss  Indian  America  will  spend  one  year  representing  her  race  at 
public  functions  all  over  the  country.  During  her  reign,  she  will  live 
as  a  guest  in  private  homes  in  Bismarck.  All  her  travel  and  expenses 
will  be  paid,  in  addition  to  a  monthly  stipend.  She  will  also  earn  a 

college  scholarship.  The  present  Miss  Indian  America  is  Jorja  Frances 

Oberly,  Osage-Comanche  and  Nez  Perce  from  Kooskia,  Idaho.  She  has 

visited  many  cities  and  states  throughout  this  year  along  with  her 

marionette,  "Chief  Little  Bit".  ALL  APPLICATIONS  MUST  BE  POSTMARKED  BY 
JULY  31,  1986.  Come  on  ladies,  some  of  the  most  beautiful  and  talented 
Indian  women  in  the  nation  live  right  here  in  Montana. 

INDIANS  MAY  COMPETE  TO  RUN  MINORITY  BUSINESS  CENTER 
(reprinted  from  American  Indian  Report,  Vol.2,  No.  7) 

The  Minority  Business  Development  Agency  is  going  to  establish  a 
center  in  the  Buffalo,  New  York  Metropolitan  Area  and  has  invited 
minorities,  expressly  American  Indian  tribes,  to  compete  for  operating 
the  center.  Closing  date  to  apply  is  7/18/86.  Contact  Gina  Sanchez, 

New  York  Regional  Office,  MBDA,  Federal  Plaza,  Rm.  3720,  New  York,  NY 
10278.  (212)  264-3264. 


COMING  EVENTS: 


I  received  a  phone  call  from  the  Fort  Peck  reservation  the  other  day  and 
a  friend  informed  me  that  she  would  send  me  a  listing  she  had  of 
upcoming  events  on  that  reservation.  So,  here  is  the  list  for  all  of 
you. 


Ft.  Peck  Reservation  Coming  Events: 


July  25-27: 
July  25: 

August  1-3: 
Aug.  15-17: 
Aug.  21-24: 


Iron  Ring  Celebration,  Poplar 

A&S  Tribal  Industries  10  yr.  dedication  and  open 
house.  Poplar 

Wadopana  Traditional  Celebration,  Wolf  Point 
Ft.  Kipp  Celebration,  Ft.  Kipp 
Oil  Discovery  Celebration,  Poplar 


THIRD  ANNUAL  0H0Y0  NORTHWEST  INDIAN  WOMEN'S  LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCE,  on 
the  Nez  Perce  Indian  Reservation  in  Lapwai,  Idaho.  July  17-19,  1986. 
Call  Mae  Taylor  (208)  843-2253. 


20TH  ANNUAL  ALL  INDIAN  STAMPEDE  AND  PIONEER  DAY  on  July  18-20,  1986  in 
Fallin,  Nevada.  Call  Delores  Bradley  (702)  423-3788. 


INTERVIEWING  TECHNIQUES  FOR  CHILD  SEXUAL  ASSAULT,  July  24,  1986  at  the 
Rainbow  Hotel  in  Great  Falls,  Montana.  8  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m.  Conference 
will  cover  both  legal  and  mental  health  aspects.  Contact  Cheryle  Cobell 
Zwang  at  444-3702  for  further  information. 
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